
Jack Davis Cachets 

 
Davis was a noted cachetmaker from the mid-1970s to the mid-1980s whose 

printed from original art cachets were distinctive in their style and use of 

color. Davis was born in Youngstown OH in 1914 and passed on October 28, 

1990 in Baltimore MD. He attended high school in Struthers, OH (southeast 

of Youngstown) where his interests included art and art education. 

 

After high school, he worked in the Youngstown steel mills where he quickly 

realized that life was not for him and was not well suited to his slight frame. 

He then moved to Baltimore where he got married and had seven children 

as he worked in a clothing factory as an assistant manager. He maintained 

his interest in art and soon found himself making cachets on envelopes—but 

not commercially, only for family correspondence. 

 

The upcoming Bicentennial piqued his interest in commercial cachets since 

he felt he had something different to offer to the collecting community. Also, 

the clothing factory where he worked was in bankruptcy and another source 

of income could come in handy. His first efforts were event covers the 

honored four cities around Baltimore. Unfortunately, he produced them on 

#11 (4-1/4 x 10-3/8) envelopes—not a popular size and they did not sell well. 

Davis then received some input from a collector and his next efforts used #7 

(Monarch) and #6-3/4 envelopes. 

[Biographical information above courtesy of (Monty, Richard. 1978. “Jack 

Davis Covers: The Trials and Tribulations of a Cachet Maker.” First Days, 

WN 132, January/February 1978, p. 29-32.)] 



Continuing with the Bicentennial theme, Davis produced a series of event 

covers, not FDCs, each highlighting the 4th of July. The Figure below shows 

a Davis price brochure featuring these forerunners. 

 

 

 

  



#2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8(similar to--7/4 date vice the listed 3/6 date) 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

The above #7 covers were cancelled by a Sioux postal clerk in Wounded 

Knee who was allowed to cancel them July 4th (a day when the PO was 

normally closed) if she did that ‘on her own time.’ The clerk’s 

name…..Beverly Running Bear. 

 

 



FDC Production 
Due to the less than resounding financial success of the event covers, Davis 

reverted to black and white for the first several FDCs that he produced. The 

first FDC done by Davis was Scott 1706-1709, Pueblo Pottery—

unfortunately, I do not have this one. The second, also in Black and white 

was Sc. 1710, Lindbergh. 

 

 

 

With these two FDCs, Davis finally broke even. Over one thousand covers 

were produced, both serviced and unserviced. For the third issue, Sc 1716, 

Lafayette, he returns to colors. 



 

 

Following are Davis FDCs through the years selected for use of colors or 

actual design or because I have an interest in the stamp topic! 

 

 

 



 

A typical insert/advertising card: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Davis was found of using previously issued stamps to make combos. 

Unfortunately, he didn’t put the issued stamp in the upper right place of 

honor on the cover. 

 

 

 

 

 



Not 100% sure this is Davis but definitely has the characteristics. 

 

Davis advertised a set of covers using the Captain Cook se-tenant stamps. 

Below is 1980 advert in First Days. 

 

 



Stamp Cachet 
- HI AK 
   
Self single/self cxl E I 
Pair/ HI cxl B A 
Pair/AK cxl - F 
Self+AM/self cxl D H 
Self+flag/self cxl C G 
Self and Opp stamps 
with corresponding cxls 

- - 

 

  

  

  

 



  

  

  

 

 

  

  



  

 



 

Linn’s Stamp News article: 

 

  



 

Linn’s Stamp News article: 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



Here he reverts to black and white for unknown reason. The only black and 

white FDC, other than the initial two, of which the author is aware. 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  this one, Italy! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

In honor of Jesse! 

 



 

 



 

 

My exhibit page showing the original art that Davis produced for this cachet, 

drawn on a 8-1/2 x 11 inch page. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



Mid-1985 Davis moves to hand-

painted FDCs. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  



My Jack Davis Cachets spreadsheet.  

 

I list all possibilities since I haven’t yet found an 

“official” list of his cachet production. In some 

adverts or articles, it is stated that he does only 

commemoratives; yet, the Jack London cover 

above belies that information. Full disclosure, the 

London cover is hand painted not printed. 

 

 



 

  



Davis, circa 1981, started 

designing cachets for Queensbury 

Cachets. 

 

Below images from the 

ratface.com website. Printed from 

Davis original art and hand-

tinted by Queensbury Cachets 

(John Lundquist). 



 

 



 

 

 



The End 
 


